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Byline

Robin Papaleka, Adult Programming Specialist, Laramie County Library System,
Cheyenne, Wyo.

| wanted to involve the community in a craft that would minister to others. Knitting
and crocheting came to mind, but we would need a small and simple project for
beginners.

| decided on a baby blanket for stillborn babies. With this project, patrons could
make as large or as small a blanket as they wanted, and families of still born babies
would receive something warm and soft to wrap around their babies.

Advanced Planning


https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/charity-crochet-day
https://programminglibrarian.org/libraries/laramie-county-library-system
https://programminglibrarian.org/budget/51-100

| called the local hospital to ask if they would use this donation, and they were
enthusiastic. They asked that when we delivered them that we let them know ahead
of time so that one of their PR people could meet us.

| also called a local yarn shop. We agreed that | would buy all the yarn from her if
she would come to the program and help new knitters and crocheters.

Marketing

This program was in our library's event calendar, as all our programs are. It was also
mentioned on our Facebook page.

Budgeting

| bought around $70 worth of yarn in pastel colors. The yarn is marketed as being
made for baby blankets and clothes, and it is especially soft and fine.

The woman who partnered with us from the yarn store brought enough hooks and
needles for everyone to use.

Day-of-event Activity

| set out tea and hot cocoa. | had yarn ready, as well as some knitting and
crocheting books from the library. My partner from the yarn shop arrived early.

Program Execution

Thirty women and girls attended, and all crocheted or knitted a little blanket. At one
point we ran out of yarn, and the woman from the yarn shop ran back to get some
more.



Those who did not finish were asked to bring in their blanket within a week's time so
| could bring them all to the hospital. Later, | typed up a simple note to the parents
of each baby expressing our sympathy, and explaining that some folks had gotten
together to make these blankets. We wanted them to know that their stillborn
babies are loved and cherished and should have a beautiful gift.

The hospital was very grateful for the donation. We told them to call us when they
are close to running out so we could hold the program again. However, one of the

women who came to the program has continued to knit and donate more blankets,
so | doubt they will run out soon!

Advice

Get more yarn than you think you'll need. Better safe than sorry.

Did you try this program at your library? Share your experience using this form.

Supporting Materials

Download this Program as a PDF

e Programming Librarian Facebook Group
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Library Yarns: A 'Kniffiti' Project

Audiences:

Young Adult (17 - 20)

Adults (21 and up)
Intergenerational
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Helping Hands: Upcycled Sleeping Mats

Audiences:

Children (9 and under)
Tweens (10-12)

Teens (13-16)

Young Adult (17 - 20)
Adults (21 and up)
Intergenerational
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DIY Chunky Knit Blanket Class

Audiences:

Teens (13-16)
Young Adult (17 - 20)
Adults (21 and up)
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