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To celebrate National Library Week, tween, teen, and adult patrons can create their
own mini-libraries at home and then add them to the full display.

Advanced Planning


https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/mini-library-kits
https://programminglibrarian.org/libraries/croton-free-library
https://programminglibrarian.org/budget/101-250

The goal was to create a fun, creative, appealing way for adults and teens to
acknowledge National Library Week. | saw these mini-libraries on the Programming
Librarian Interest Group on Facebook (many thanks to Pamela from the Tamarack
District Library for posting her craft back in February!)

| started purchasing materials about a month beforehand and my Teen Advisory
Board helped create some examples. Teen volunteers also helped me assemble the
kits and create instruction sheets. | then printed out ALA's signage and set up the
display the night before we posted about the craft on our website.

Each kit came in a cello bag sealed with a 2" circle sticker and contained:

1 metal tin with a Croton Free Library sticker

3 sheets of origami paper

5 popsicle sticks

10 mini-books (vintage, stylish, Stylel)

6 trinkets (plants, cups, bottles, donuts, hedgehogs, etc - anything on a 1:12
scale works)

1 tiny library card (I printed out a piece of paper with images of our library card,
then laminated it and cut them out)

2 book-related stickers

1 instruction sheet (see full PDF)

1 tag with a sticker for anyone who wants to drop off for the display

Marketing

| took several pictures of the completed mini-libraries and our display and posted
them on Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter. | shared it with multiple community
pages and posted it on our website.

It was quite successful and our kits were gone in less than a day.

Budgeting

The materials cost around $3/kit. The metal tins were the most expensive parts.


https://elevatepackaging.com/bags/cello-bags/
https://www.stickermule.com/products/circle-stickers
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07CBQN9QH/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o05_s01?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0991V3HN1/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s02?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B09MVW1ZZ3/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s02?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B098Q3SWK2/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o05_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B09DPHHPTT/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s02?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B08TG5L95P/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07WTC8B5H/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o05_s02?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1019849671/reading-stickers-books-stickers-love?click_key=415de60be6d6e24b8941b74a3335a1a834b0b226%3A1019849671&click_sum=2616a3a5&rec_type=cs&ref=pla_similar_listing_top-6&pro=1&frs=1
https://programminglibrarian.org/sites/default/files/resources/supply_list_signage.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B091GJTZ8Y/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
http://instagram.com/p/CbtMtXXgYBk/
https://www.facebook.com/CrotonFreeLibrary/photos/pcb.5412333415467013/5412323915467963
https://twitter.com/CrotonLibrary/status/1508950204174770179

To cut costs, | used some supplies that we already had leftover in our craft closet. |
also did not include scissors or glue, which might have been nice but would have
driven up the cost. | figured most patrons would have them at home and the library
could provide them ad-hoc if they did not.

Day-of-event Activity

| set up the display (which includes books about libraries and reading) right before
advertising the kits as available. Circulation staff gave them out, just like they do
with our regular craft kits. They were handed out on a first-come, first-served basis.

Program Execution

We gave out all 30 kits in less than 24 hours! | deliberately chose an evening we
were open late and started advertising at 6 pm so that people who worked might
see it that evening and be able to come in to grab one. There were still some left the
next morning.

We're hoping some final mini-libraries come back to join the display, but even if not,
patrons seem to enjoy them. Some adults who had never taken out craft kits before
tried them for the first time and | think it engendered positive feelings.

Advice

Definitely involve your teen volunteers if you can. They were really excited about
the display and took photos of their own mini-libraries. They also saved me a
tremendous amount of time and work assembling the kits!

| also wanted to make sure they associated the kits with our library, so | put stickers
with our name on the kits and bags with tiny library cards that are replicas of our
own.



Since Programming Librarian published this
article, our readers have tried the program at
their own libraries! Here’s what they have to say:

Feedback

Overwhelmingly positive and excited! This is one we will most likely do again next
year.

— Tawnee Spencley-Campos, Library Assistant, Geneva Public Library District, Illinois

Did you try this program at your library? Share your experience using this form.
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https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/toy-lending-library
https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/toy-lending-library
https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/tiny-library
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Children (9 and under)
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Teens (13-16)
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Children (9 and under)+ | $$$%
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https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/tiny-library
https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/tiny-library
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https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/seed-library-cleveland-public-library
https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/seed-library-cleveland-public-library

