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Allison Puestow, Assistant Director, Tomahawk (Wis.) Public Library

In this collaborative passive program, patrons color their own puzzle pieces to add to
a wall-sized puzzle display.

Advanced Planning

I was inspired by the Boulder Public Library when they did a similar puzzle at the
2024 PLA Conference. They had small laser-cut puzzle pieces for people to color as a
break from the conference activities. I thought it was a great idea, and presented it
to my director as a fun and easy passive program. We planned it about a month in
advance, but it doesn’t need that much prep work, mainly just the shipping time. 

https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/community-puzzle
https://programminglibrarian.org/libraries/tomahawk-public-library
https://programminglibrarian.org/budget/51-100


Marketing

For marketing, we have a sign by the table and on the wall where we stick the
pieces. Our front desk staff usually let people know that it’s available as well. 

Budgeting

The main purchase was the puzzle pieces. We bought a 50-pack for $16 and have
purchased a total of seven packs. The ticky tack we already had, but we bought a
two pack for about $8 of the brand we prefer. The markers we already had (although
you could use any coloring medium). The cardboard and paper we used to cover the
tables we already had from leftover packaging. 

Day-of-event Activity

The day of, we laid down paper on the picnic table (it was part of an outdoor event)
and I set out some puzzle pieces and a bin of markers. I also had a bin with a sign
for completed pieces to go in. I sat there for a while with them, but a staff member
wasn't required.

Program Execution

It’s been a big hit. It has been mostly young kids, but anyone who wants to can
make one. Since we had extra after the event, I put them on a table in the library for
other patrons to color. Because of its popularity, we have purchased more pieces to
keep the program going since patrons still show an interest.

Advice

https://www.amazon.com/Wooden-Puzzle-Unfinished-Freeform-Natural/dp/B0CB17YN5W/ref=sr_1_9?crid=2KFWS6S89GQK8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.IZSqI_D6lxKZmkmdU_9vP892viCLsJsVsDwMkxbdFM9HZLq0KFyyd7m55gPf1M-prk4cmOKRFnNfzi_Zx7CIiQ8ziJVKw38Xlv_ifmM-N17lTPjOiBWnODRxJHo3rHlw5FBiquoUOC-ePZPbaGy4v_K012AeuK99DJZhl-TdzAjxvZU93jCC0R-nydI4yqgt8P6b4RHP_IBxC2i47MaUQPlwLhkYvxkobiD9bbk9X1YwvlUDPuzugU076NXkc6JGVLs6C1x6Qjw655L7KuKlFJ5kIOAKLiOV6slkSsQmoJo.wlsvhRy9xM-OaEo-LI0Zks33KvaheyomYA_zPjmkN7E&dib_tag=se&keywords=large+blank+puzzle+pieces&qid=1723212668&sprefix=large+blank+puzzle+piece%2Caps%2C145&sr=8-9
https://www.amazon.com/UHU-white-tack-twin-pack/dp/B00A1KV52Q/ref=sr_1_3?crid=27LKENYCW8YFM&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ZEn35ovkxb53UzxsZlKN-dsLlEaLTimQdQibFLpqo4hDeyBjz_ntMtUArN3J7vpjRu7hWI8TWAl9_LCO2VBlB-JRrjCGB8JzQDp1QIRYGP8LgfpFqvxDajRC6tAo3ZePkDNTIhVyoHjSggCWbLJDutFwTpm6w5-EphpNYwn3lecnb82rKyPiayjnn9kZ8TPfYKe1pUtLeE8ia0gaJaHnNdMRYE1VPB_oQrqf2GX6pdGfrGidV53fST6qF5Lzn-jDXaUheJxey7HfVG3vH6mNQuQu6qGPSpnrTIXcdmqZ5yY.xpj-hvbNvMUxoyoU9O3gj_N-0BU_N-eNYgKkkWiC4-k&dib_tag=se&keywords=ticky+tack+uhu&qid=1723212606&sprefix=ticky+tack+uhu%2Caps%2C167&sr=8-3


If you have table space and wall space, it’s a great passive program. If your budget
is tight, then I would get a set number of pieces. I would advise you to cover the
workspace with paper or cardboard to prevent mess.

Supporting Materials
Download this Program as a PDF

Feedback (Coming Soon!)
Programming Librarian Facebook Group
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Jigsaw Puzzle Swap

Audiences:

Intergenerational

https://programminglibrarian.org/sites/default/files/2024-08/wall%20display.jpg
https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/jigsaw-puzzle-swap
https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/jigsaw-puzzle-swap


Apr 25, 2024
Adults (21 and up)+ | $
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Puzzlepalooza

Audiences:

Adults (21 and up)
May 7, 2024
Adults (21 and up)+ | $$
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https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/puzzlepalooza
https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/puzzlepalooza
https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/community-made-granny-square-afghan


Community-Made Granny Square Afghan

Audiences:

Adults (21 and up)

https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/community-made-granny-square-afghan
https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/community-made-granny-square-afghan

