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Participants were given a package of pressed flowers and allowed to decorate
frames, bookmarks and gift tags for Mother's Day or for fun.

Advanced Planning

https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/framed-flowers
https://programminglibrarian.org/libraries/lewiston-public-library
https://programminglibrarian.org/budget/51-100


I started purchasing materials about two weeks before the event, in part because
many of the supplies were purchased online. I bought frames from Ikea and the
pressed flowers I ordered from two stores on Etsy. I ordered a variety of pressed
flowers, but I also ordered packages of one specific type of flower, so that the
participants got a unique set of flowers but so there was also some consistency
between the sets.

I sorted the flowers out a day or two before the event and placed them in envelopes.
I cut out bookmarks from cardstock in a variety of colors. I also created a PowerPoint
(see Attachments, at the right) with images of other works of pressed art to serve as
inspiration for those who needed it. I limited the class size to 16 due to spacing
issues and to keep costs down.

Marketing

I promoted the event on our Facebook page, a community happenings Facebook
group, and our website. I also posted fliers throughout our library. The marketing
was extremely successful: the program was full within the first few days.

Budgeting

The frames were small and cost less than $1 each. Since I ordered them online from
Ikea, the shipping cost was an additional $10. I ordered 20 even though the class
was limited to 16 participants just in case more people dropped in.

I ordered a variety package of pressed flowers for $13.25 and several packages of
specific flowers for roughly $5 to $10 each. To cut down on costs, you could stick to
just a variety package; the flowers were still relatively nice.

I ordered gift tags from Amazon that were $7 for 100 tags. To keep costs low, you
could make them with cardstock or cardboard. All the other materials, which were
mostly art supplies, I gathered from in-house.

Day-of-event Activity

https://www.facebook.com/lewistonlibrary/?ref=br_rs
http://lplonline.org/
http://www.ikea.com/us/en/catalog/products/30151035/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/daintybritecards?section_id=18764955
https://www.etsy.com/shop/flowerseedpaper?section_id=7551058
https://www.amazon.com/Shintop-100PCS-Bonbonniere-Rectangular-Natural/dp/B00YWNLY92/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1496246069&sr=8-1&keywords=gift+tags


For set-up, I designated one table just for art supplies: markers, gel pens, colored
pencils, a variety of colored papers and glue. On each person's seat, I set a frame,
an envelope with flowers, tweezers, a cup for glue (regular white Elmers, as it dires
clear), several toothpicks, a blank piece of paper (as an aid to help those who want
to pre-arrange their flowers before gluing them), a bookmark and a gift tag.

I staffed the program by myself, so set-up took a good amount of time.

Program Execution

I began the program by explaining the materials to the participants. I explained that
there were two panes of glass in the frame and that they would use the toothpicks
to place glue on the backs of their flowers. They would then place the flowers onto
one of the panes of glass. They were given tweezers to help handle the flowers
because many were very fragile or small.

After they were finished with their design, they would sandwich the flowers with the
other pane and place it into the frames. I also informed them at the beginning that
not all the envelopes contain the same flowers and that they were free to share or
trade their flowers as they pleased.

I really wanted people to be artistically inspired so I played classical music in the
background and had a slideshow of other pressed flower creations. Only two or three
people needed my help with the frames or the laminate for the bookmarks.

I had 16 people sign up and 13 people attend. People left extremely happy, and they
shared with others the fact that they came with nothing and left with beautiful
flowers.

Advice

Be prepared to help those who struggle with some fine motor skills. We also had a
participant who was very particular and meticulous so she stayed until the very last
minute.

https://blogs.babycenter.com/life_and_home/pressed-flower-bookmarks-to-welcome-spring/


I would definitely advise against giving every participant the same package of
flowers. One goal of the program is for them to express their individual creativity.

I would also suggest keeping the frame — or whatever craft they're making with the
pressed flowers — small. Most of the flowers I received were no larger than an inch,
so a bigger project might require more flowers.

Supporting Materials
Download this Program as a PDF

Feedback (Coming Soon!)
Programming Librarian Facebook Group
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May Flowers are Dazzling

Audiences:

Audience

https://programminglibrarian.org/sites/default/files/slideshows/13.jpg
https://programminglibrarian.org/articles/may-flowers-are-dazzling
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Children (9 and under)
Young Adult (17 - 20)
Feb 3, 2016
Adults (21 and up)+ | $
Image

Crafty Adults @ the Library

Audiences:

Adults (21 and up)
Intergenerational
Sep 21, 2016
Adults (21 and up)+ | $
Image

https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/crafty-adults-library
https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/crafty-adults-library
https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/adult-coloring-club


Adult Coloring Club

Audiences:

Adults (21 and up)

https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/adult-coloring-club
https://programminglibrarian.org/programs/adult-coloring-club

