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welcome to the Oregon trail

press enter to size up the situation

how do I play? 
 Collect your worksheet1.
 read the signs2.
 make decisions3.
 follow the directions 4.
 repeat until you survive or die!5.

can I play? 
 yes! Play as a team or as an individual 

what do i get?
at the end of the game you will get a
button that says how well you did!



independence 
So you want to travel the Oregon trail, do you?
for such a treacherous journey you’ll need
some supplies. better visit the general store!

Collect your paper 

go to the 
kansas river
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Kansas river
rivers can be dangerous, but you must cross.
wagons can float across the river while your
oxen swim. 

roll the dice to see how well
you and your wagon cross the
river. 



chimney rock
called the “beacon of hope”, this rock form is
300 ft tall and was an important landmark for
people making their way across the country. 

how would you like to proceed?

explore keep
going

go to h go to
laramee



chimney rock

". . . camped opposite to & about 1 mile from Chimney Rock. I
had some curiosity to see this . . . Imagine a pyramid standing
alone though surrounded by rocky precipices some 150 feet
high & at its base 20 feet through . . . No conception can be
formed of the magnitude of this grand work of nature until you
stand at its base & look up. If a man does not feel like an insect
then I don't know when he should."

-Elisha Perkins, June 27, 1849



chimney rock - H
AS YOU EXPLORE and find a map
with a safe shortcut to
laramie. 

go to
fort laramie



fort laramie
in addition to being an important stop for
travelers, this fort was renouned for
peaceful and hostile dealings with plains
tribes, including important historic figures like
sitting bull and crazy horse.

how would you like to proceed?

visit the
fort
go to j go to k

camp
outside



fort laramie - j
on your way to the local inn for lunch you see
a nefarious-looking fur trapper sitting on the
porch. 

how would you like to proceed?

befriend
him
go to l go to m

go inside
the inn



fort laramie - L
WHEN YOU BEFRIENDED THE GRISLY-LOOKING FUR
TRAPPER YOU LEARNED THAT HE RECENTLY DECIDED
TO SETTLE DOWN IN lARAMIE AND BOUGHT A FERRY. 

HE OFFERED YOU A FREE RIDE ACROSS THE RIVER.
YOU CROSS THE GREEN RIVER SAFELY! 

PROCEED TO THE SOUTH PASS. 



fort laramie - m
while enjoying some food at the fort, you
learn that this “grand old post” is the setting
for a lot of discorse between the first nations
tribes in the area and settlers. 

see the treaty of fort laramie.

PROCEED TO THE green river. 



In this treaty, signed on April 29, 1868, between the U.S.
Government and the Sioux Nation, the United States recognized

the Black Hills as part of the Great Sioux Reservation, set aside
for exclusive use by the Sioux people.

treaty of fort laramie



fort laramie - K
YOU MAKE CAMP NEXT TO A stream. YOU NOTICE
THAT YOUR WATER SUPPLY IS LOW, DO YOU REFILL
YOUR water barrels? 

how would you like to proceed?

refill
barrels

go to n go to 
green river

keep
going



fort laramie - n
The stream outside the fort was contaminated
and now you have dysentary! 

go to gather
medicinal plants



Green River
rivers can be dangerous, but you must cross.
wagons can float across the river while your
oxen swim. 

roll the dice to see how well
you and your wagon cross the
river. 



south pass

how would you like to proceed?

fast slow
go to g go to f

The south pass is a 20 mile gap in the rocky
mountains that was an important part of many
routes in the 1800s.  



south pass - f
you take the south pass slowly, so you don’t
break anything on your wagon! unfortunately
you are running out of food. 

go hunt
for food



south pass - g
you take the south pass quickly.... and get lost!

how would you like to proceed?

right left
go to 0 go to p



south pass - 0south pass - 0
after going the wrong direction for a few days
you find your way back. unfortunately in that
time you are infected with dysentery! 

go gather
medicinal plants



south pass - p
your intuition was correct! you quickly return
to the trail. 

go to 
soda springs



soda springs
a legendary part of the trail west, this spring
has both hot and naturally carbonated water! 

how would you like to proceed?

EXPLORE MAKE
FRIENDS

go to C
go to D



soda springs - C
while exploring the natural springs you are so
amazed that you don’t notice a venomous snake!
it bites you! 

go to gather
medicinal plants



soda springs

"Traveled . . . along the bank of the bear river & are
encamped at Soda Springs. This is indeed a curiosity.
The water tastes like soda water, especially
artificially prepared. The water is bubbling and
foaming like boiling water. I drank of it. . . . We find it
excellent for baking bread, no preparation of water
is necessary. Take it from the fountain & the bread is
as light as any prepared with yeast."

-Sarah White Smith 7/24/1838

Photo NPS



soda springs - d
you make friends with another group traveling
west. they mention a shortcut they heard
about. 

how would you like to proceed?

take the
shortcut

keep
going
go to bgo to a



soda springs - b
you continue on your planned route.
unfortunately, one night a robber stole one of
the axel off your wagon. 

go to the 
trading post



soda springs - a
the rumored shortcut worked! you managed to
get ahead on the trail and avoid tradgety!

go to 
fort boise



fort hall
this fort was the central fort for the rocky
mountain fur trade. it was an important supply
stop for the wagon trains. 

how would you like to proceed?

visit the
fort

keep
going
go to Qgo to e



fort hall-e
as you explore this busy fort, you realize that
you could find work and settle here if you
wanted...

how would you like to proceed?

settle
here

keep
going

go to 
fort boise

go to R



you survived!

while its not what you dreamed of, you did live
to tell the tale. 

go to the end to collect a
button that reflects your
journey...

i settled

fort hall - r



south pass - 0fort hall-q
you continue on your journey. unfortunately in
that time you are infected with dysentery! 

go to gather
medicinal plants



fort boise
This fort is primarily a fur trading post for
the hudson-bay company of england. it was
famous for its hospitality for travelers. 

how would you like to proceed?

visit the
fort

keep
going
go to bbgo to aa



fort boise-aA
while at the fort you meet a man from the
neighboring shoshone nation. he offers to be
your guide in trade for money. 

how would you like to proceed?

pay the 
guide keep

going
go to bbgo to S

mark out 1 coin



fort boise-aA



fort boise-S
AFTER PAYING YOUR GUIDE, THEY TAKE YOU SAFELY
ACROSS THE SNAKE RIVER. 

go to 
the blue mountains



fort boise-bB
shortly after passing fort boise, you hear
someone cry out for help just out of sight in
the wrong direction. 

how would you like to proceed?

help
them!

keep
going

go to 
snake river

go to u



fort boise-u
you arrive to find a man whose wagon turned
over and help him. he explains that he is the
local river guide and gives you a free ride
across snake river!

go to 
the blue mountains



Snake River
rivers can be dangerous, but you must cross.
wagons can float across the river while your
oxen swim. 

roll the dice to see how well
you and your wagon cross the
river. 



blue mountains
This is the last mountain to cross. it is both
beautiful and difficult. before crossing you
need to ask for advice, either from someone at
the small camp selling supplies or a group of
local cayuse people in their village.  

where do you ask for advice?

european
settlement

cayuse
village
go to x go to w



blue mountains-x
you meet a friendly family at the village. the
father explains that he is going over the
mountains as well and invites you to follow
him. 

you safely travel through the mountain range.

keep going to 
the dalles



blue mountains-w
you meet a mule supplier in the camp who
explains that due to the rough terrain you
would be wise to trade your wagon and oxen
for a few mules. he promises to give you a
good deal. 

how would you like to proceed?

trade
for

mules

keep
your
wagon
go to zgo to y



blue mountains-y
you cross the mountains successfully! But you
loose any additional supplies and food because
the mules could not carry them. 

Because you have no wagon, the only way to
cross the dalles river is by paying for a raft. 

go hunt for food
to trade



blue mountains-z
you cross the mountains successfully! But you
loose any additional supplies and food because
the mules could not carry them. 

go hunting to get
food to last until
you reach the end!
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The dalles are one of the most dangerous
parts of the trail... and the last. you must
safely direct a raft down the river. 

the dalles

roll the ping pong ball
across the table into
the cups at the end. 



The dalles are one of the most dangerous
parts of the trail... and the last. you must
safely direct a raft down the river. 

the dalles

did you make it to a cup?
go to the end

go to gather medicinal plants,
if you succeed try again. 

did you miss the cup?
you nearly drown!



 i didn’t die of
dysentary!

surviving
& thriving

the end
go to the end to
collect a button! 

or

survived the dalles



the end

 collect a button! 
feel free to try again
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oh deer...

go hunting

made your shot!

everyone in the party will get 2
chances to shoot a target. a
target must be hit at least once.

keep going

missed it!
unfortunately, you starve! go
to the end to collect your
button..

at least
it wasn’t

dysentery or









where do I go? 

South Pass go to Soda Springs

Kansas River go to Chimney Rock

Green River go to South Pass

Snake River go to Blue Mountains

You successfully hunted for food.
Please move on to the next step in your journey.



unfortunately, you die! go to
the end to collect your
button.

gather medicinal plants

made found medicine!

your party has two chances to
flip over the cards to find the
medicinal plant. 

keep going

didn’t find medicine

or
i died of

dysentaryhere lies
my hopes

and dreams
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where do I go? 
You successfully found a medicinal plant! Please
move on to the next step in your journey.

Laramee go to the Green River

South Pass go to Soda Springs

Snake River go to Blue Mountains

Fort Hall go to Fort Boise

Blue Mountains - Go to The Dalles 

Kansas River go to Chimney Rock

Green River go to South Pass

Soda Springs go to Fort Hall





YES!

YES!

no YES!

no no

no

Dandilions-

Pioneers often ate
this “weed” as tasty
salad! But they did
not use it
medicinally. 

Queen Anne’s Lace-

The Cherokee used
this to treat skin
irritation. Today it is
used to help with
diabetes!

YES!
Hemlock-

Even eating a small
amount of this
poisonous plant can
result in death!

Mint - 

This common plant
is still used today to
settle stomachs. 

Thistle- 

Pioneers often ate
this “weed” as a
tasty salad! But it
was not medicinal.

Rattlesnake Master- 

This plant is a
natural antidote to
rattlesnake venom!

Amaranth- 

This plant is used to
treat stomach
aches and
tuberculosis!

no
Strawberry-

This was a delicious
treat for pioneers!
But it is not
medicinal. 

Poison Oak-

This plant causes
itchy and painful
skin reactions. 
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unfortunately, your journey
ends here! go to the end to
collect your button.

the trading post

found a match

flip over 3 cards and try to get
a pair that match! 

retrace your steps until the
point you went wrong!

no matches

or
here lies
my hopes

and dreams

i settled



Wagon
parts

Wagon
parts

clothes clothes

oxen weapons

weaponssalt and
flour

salt and
flour



where do I go? 

Soda Springs B go to Fort Hall

Blue Mountains Y - Go to The Dalles 

Kansas River go to Chimney Rock

Green River go to South Pass

Snake River go to Blue Mountains

You successfully traded for supplies.
Please move on to the next step in your journey.



you drown!
go gather medicinal
plants.

you cross 
safely!

go to chimney rock

you cross 
safely!

go to chimney rock

you cross 
safely!

go to chimney rock

Kansas river

you lost
food!
go hunting

you lost
supplies! 
go to the trading
post.

you drown!

go gather medicinal
plants.

you cross 
safely!

go to chimney rock

you cross 
safely!

go to chimney rock

you cross 
safely!

go to chimney rock

Kansas river

you lost
food!
go hunting

you lost
supplies! 
 go to the trading
post.



you drown!
go gather medicinal
plants.

you cross 
safely!

go to south pass

you cross 
safely!

go to south pass

you cross 
safely!

go to south pass

you lost
supplies! 
go to the trading
post.

green river

you lost
food!
go gather hunting.

you drown!
go gather medicinal
plants.

you cross 
safely!

go to south pass

you cross 
safely!

go to south pass

you cross 
safely!

go to south pass

you lost
supplies! 
go to the trading
post.

green river

you lost
food!
go gather hunting.



you drown!
 go gather medicinal
plants.

you lost
food!
go gather hunting.

you cross 
safely!

go to blue mountains

you cross 
safely!

go to blue mountains

you cross 
safely!

go to blue mountains

you lost
supplies! 
go to the trading
post.

snake river

you drown!
go gather medicinal
plants.

you lost
food!
go gather hunting.

you cross 
safely!

go to blue mountains

you cross 
safely!

go to blue mountains

you cross 
safely!

go to blue mountains

you lost
supplies! 
go to the trading
post.

snake river


