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Announcements:

• Today’s webinar is a presentation of ALA’s Public 

Programs Office, with support from ALA’s Cultural 

Communities Fund (www.ala.org/CCF) and the Peggy 

Barber Tribute Grant.

• The next round of funding opens up on December 1st, 

2025. 

http://www.ala.org/CCF


Tech notes

Only the 

presenters have

microphone 

access. Enable 

captions by 

clicking on “Show 

captions”. 

Use the Q&A to ask 

questions of the 

presenters or ALA 

staff. (This includes 

technical questions.)

Use the CHAT to 

talk with your peers.



Chair slide

Tyler Hahn

Past Chair of the Peggy Barber 

Tribute Grant Committee



Today’s Presenters:

Anne Heidemann Mikaela Neubauer



Saginaw title slide



Melissa Isaac 

Saginaw Chippewa

School Board Member, Secretary

Mount Pleasant (MI) Public Schools



Mica Standing Soldier (she/her)

Oglala Lakota

National Program Manager, Strategic Recruitment & Partnerships

Advance Native Political Leadership



Representative Jayme Davis

Turtle Mountain Band of Ojibwe/Standing Rock Nation

North Dakota House of Representatives



Survey results



Survey responses

Rep Jayme Davis and Board Member Melissa Isaac were so incredible and 

shared experiences that left me empowered and ready to take action. 



Mikaela 

Neubauer

Community 

Services 

Coordinator at 

the Brookings 

(SD) Public 

Library



Brookings



VisABILITY Disability Awareness and Outreach Initiative

• Phase 1- Outreach and engagement 

through accessible activities

– Hosted 22 of these activities in the grant period

• Phase 2- Awareness through educational 

disability-centered events

– Hosted 7 of these events in the grant period

• And more…

– Read aloud book club and ASL Class



Initial planning

- Read through the 

Human Rights 

Commission’s Disability 

Listening Session

- Consulted Advance 

      staff members

- Joined the Brookings 

Disability Awareness 

Committee

What I learned:

• Treatment less than ideal

• “People need to listen to the disabled 

who are willing to articulate their 

experiences.”

• Advance clients love a field trip!

• In need of supplemental day services 

activities

• Received feedback on final grant plan

• Broadened network

• Informed on local disability issues



Outreach and Engagement- Phase 1

• Monthly, hour-long 

disability and 

neurodivergent-friendly 

activities, as well as 

yoga classes

• Accessible, adaptable, 

and welcoming



Awareness and Education- Phase 2

Kickoff-

Panel Discussion



Programs

Also featured….

• Talk by Kendra Gottsleben

• Disability Etiquette and ADA Basics 

Training

• The Rocky Mountain ADA 

gave a hybrid workshop

• “Who Am I To Stop It?” 

Documentary Screening

• Showed a film about artists 

who have Traumatic Brain 

Injuries

• SD State Library Accessible 

Services Talk

• A representative presented on 

the SDSL’s various accessible 

services

• Book Club Discussion on “Disability 

Visibility” and “True Biz”



Marketing

• Traditional Marketing

• Newsletter/Calendars

• Facebook Events/Posts

• Posters

• Spreading the word

• Email “listserv”

• Outreach

• Tours and talks to local groups



Future endeavors

• ASL Immersion Class with 

the Disability Awareness 

Committee

• Memory kits for 

circulation and outreach

• More accessible 

programming!



Helpful Tips

• All Hands on Deck!

• Ask for community input in any way you can

• Listening sessions or 1:1s

• Tap into local organizations, support groups, social workers, 

advocacy groups, etc.

• Be flexible

• Needs WILL vary and so will the accommodations you offer

Thank you!



Questions?



Webinar registration
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