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Initiative History

7 rounds
Grants were disbursed in 
2008, 2010, 2013, 2015, 
2017, 2018, and 2019

230 grants 
to urban, 
suburban, and 
rural libraries

202 libraries
in 33 states

More than 
$1.6 million 
granted to libraries



Applications Now Being 
Accepted
Deadline to Apply is January 

29, 2021 by 11:59 pm (CST)

Grant Round 8



 One-time award of $5,000 to develop collections and services for adult 
learners and/or expand existing programs, add services and foster community 
partnerships

Grant Benefit



Eligibility

Previous 
Grantees
Are eligible to apply for an 
additional year of funding

Dollar 
General 
Community
Must be located within 20 
miles of a Dollar General 
Store, distribution center 
or corporate office

Public 
Library
With demonstrated need 
and capacity to provide 
literacy services for adult 
English language learners



 Personal protective equipment
 Collection Materials
 Tech equipment
 Project Supplies
 Library staff time, contractors, teachers and tutors
 Payment to project partners for reimbursement or 

direct funding of services and support provided
 Additional literacy training for library staff
 Promotion and publicity

Grant funds may not be used for bookmobile 
maintenance and indirect costs.

Eligible Expenses



Spending and Reporting
Project Support
Information Sharing and Marketing

Grant Requirements



Spend the money
Submit any requests for budget 

variances or extensions in writing to 
ALA
Use the Public Library Association’s 

Project Outcome tool
Submit final report to ALA

Spending and Reporting



Participate in four online learning 
sessions:
Cohort Orientation
Measuring Success Using PLA’s Project 

Outcome
Media Training
Reporting and Evaluation

Project Support



Develop communication plan
Share insights and best practices
Acknowledge funders
Inform local and statewide library 

networks
Inform local Dollar General Store

Information Sharing and Marketing



http://www.ala.org/tools/programming/americandream



Create an Account or Log On



Create an Account or Log On



Creating a New Account



Creating a New Account



Creating a New Account



Starting Your Application



Starting Your Application



I. Introduction



II. Project Director



III. The Library



III. The Library



IV. Proposal Narrative



IV. Proposal Narrative



IV. Proposal Narrative



IV. Proposal Narrative



IV. Proposal Narrative



V. Upload Supporting Materials



VI. Project Budget and Justification



VII. Certify Authorization



Submit Application



 Read the guidelines carefully
 Answer all the questions
 Provide numbers and examples to justify what you are saying in your 

narrative
 Find partners
 ALA Public Programs staff is happy to offer pointers and answer 

questions. Email publicprograms@ala.org

TIPS FOR A SUCCESSFUL APPLICATION

mailto:publicprograms@ala.org


QUESTIONS?
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