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• Today’s webinar is a presentation of ALA’s Public Programs 
Office, with support from ALA’s Cultural Communities Fund. 
(www.ala.org/CCF) 

• Visit www.programminglibrarian.org for more online learning 
sessions, program ideas and grant announcements.

• Tech issues on today’s webinar? Send a private message to 
Colleen Barbus.

Welcome and Announcements



Nicole A. Cooke
Assistant Professor / MSLIS Program Director

School of Information Sciences
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

Today’s Presenter



Today’s Agenda:

• Fake news isn’t new

• Some definitions to frame the 
discussion

• Emotions of information 
consumption

• The illusion and economics of 
information choice

• Metaliteracy

• iSchool workshop and examples







tru•thi•ness \'trii-the-ns\ n

1: truth that comes from the gut, not 
books (Stephen Colbert, Comedy Central’s 
“The Colbert Report,” October 2005).

2: the quality of preferring concepts or 
facts one wishes to be true, rather than 
concepts or facts known to be true 
(American Dialect Society, January 2006).



vs.
Propaganda

Alternative 
Facts!





The Information Behavior of It All
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The Illusion of Choice

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10155015975956062&set=a.136581636061.137713.668051061&type=3&theater
http://www.npr.org/sections/alltechconsidered/2016/10/28/499495517/big-media-companies-and-their-many-brands-in-one-chart



https://medium.com/@tobiasrose/empathy-to-democracy-b7f04ab57eee#.100kciuhj



https://medium.com/@tobiasrose/empathy-to-democracy-b7f04ab57eee#.100kciuhj



The Political Economy of It All

https://www.theguardian.com/media/2016/jul/12/how-technology-disrupted-the-truth



What Now? Metaliteracy



Fake News Workshop at the iSchool

http://ischool.illinois.edu/newsroom/lectures



Moving Past Fake News

Graphics by Kaetrena Kendrick

• Triangulate

• Check your own biases

• Read outside your bubble

• Know the difference between 
satire, propaganda, infotainment, 
opinion and dog-whistling

• Check Snopes, Politifacts, 
FactCheck.org, Know-Your-Meme 
and other fact checking sources



Moving Past Fake News, cont.

Graphics by Kaetrena Kendrick

• Click on the headline
• Check the source
• What’s their angle?
• Is there an “about” page?
• Is the language inflammatory?
• Is the site overrun with ads?
• Is there an author? Do you know 

them?
• Are there supporting sources?
• Check the date
• Are there citations?



Quiz Them!

http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-38005844





Love Among the Ruins: The Vancouver Kiss Couple

Read more about this example!
1. http://youthandmedia.org/teaching-and-outreach/workshops/information-quality-news-literacy/lamp-camp/
2. https://thelede.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/06/24/overlooked-vancouver-video-shows-kissing-couple-was-knocked-down-by-

riot-police/
3. http://dlrp.berkman.harvard.edu/node/25

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RlzNQFcUQVU



Examples and Lesson Plans (Nicole’s Pinterest Board)

https://www.pinterest.com/nicolecooke/fake-news-alternative-facts-critical-literacy/



Thank you 
for your 

time today!

Nicole A. Cooke
School of Information Sciences

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
@librarynicole



• Nicole A. Cooke:
– nacooke@Illinois.edu

• ALA’s Public Programs Office:
– publicprograms@ala.org

Contact
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