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Toolkit Template
● Applicable federal laws

○ First Amendment
○ Fourth Amendment

● Your state laws
○ ask your state law library or law librarian for help

● Selection & Reconsideration Policy Toolkit for Public, School, & Academic Libraries
● How to Respond to Challenges and Concerns about Library Resources
● What Happened in Kansas City: Free Speech, Library Programs and the Law
● Intellectual Freedom Manual 10th ed: Censorship Beyond Books pp. 108-110
● ALA Resources:

○ Professional Ethics
○ The Freedom to Read Statement and Freedom to View Statement
○ Library Bill of Rights and Interpretations

● Example policies
● Staff Training resources

○ MLA IFC Slide Decks 1, 2, 3, & 4
● Trustee Training
● Community Messaging Inspiration
● Challenge Reporting

○ ALA Form
○ State Form

● Important Contacts
○ State library consultant
○ State Law Librarian
○ State/Regional Library Association
○ State/Chapter Intellectual Freedom Committee Chair
○ City/County Attorney
○ Independent Legal Counsel

■ 1st Amendment lawyer in your state
■ State ACLU contact

https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/amendment-1/
https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/amendment-4/
https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport/selectionpolicytoolkit
https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport/respond
https://www.ala.org/tools/programming/what-happened-kansas-city-free-speech-library-programs-and-law
https://www.ala.org/tools/ethics
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomreadstatement
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomviewstatement
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill/interpretations
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BwA4gKvXyy6uF_DwQnKgTzME98CZg3uU/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TcZyHZy_maSKEW3QuJGNCkaEyE6QX90k/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rphp03GWcoqQNp8oUuvZNXyjoxDsuAMG/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gRr1ajlCLJlwDOildLtUlkrW4cJx2xfG/view
https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport/report
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Sample Toolkit - Dubuque County Library District, Iowa
● Applicable federal laws

○ ALA Notable Court Cases
○ First Amendment

■ ALA Info
○ Fourth Amendment

● State laws
○ Iowa Chapter 21- Official Meetings Open to the Public
○ Iowa Chapter 22- Examination of Public Records - Library Records Confidential

(22.7)
● Selection & Reconsideration Policy Toolkit for Public, School, & Academic Libraries
● How to Respond to Challenges and Concerns about Library Resources
● What Happened in Kansas City: Free Speech, Library Programs and the Law
● Intellectual Freedom Manual 10th ed: Censorship Beyond Books pp. 108-110
● ALA Resources:

○ Professional Ethics
○ The Freedom to Read Statement and Freedom to View Statement
○ Library Bill of Rights and Interpretations

● Example policies
○ Ames Public Library

■ Library Programming Policy
○ Iowa City Public Library

■ Library Programming Policy
○ Waterloo Public Library

■ Programming Policy
● Staff Training resources

○ ABLE 12- Ethics and Public Service- Webjunction ABLE (Alternative Basic
Library Education) Series

○ Introduction to Intellectual Freedom in the Library – InfoPeople
○ MLA IFC Slide Decks 1, 2, 3, & 4
○ Practicing Intellectual Freedom In Libraries – Niche Academy
○ A Deeper Look: Censorship beyond Books – American Libraries Magazine

● Trustee Training
○ Advocacy in Action- State Library of Iowa Boardroom Series
○ Scenarios for Intellectual Freedom training: questions for trustees The library

director has reported a concern with the current
○ Book Challenges and Intellectual Freedom: Proactive Planning for Public

Libraries– Webjunction
○ Intellectual Freedom Challenges to Library- Initiated Programs: Some Recent

Examples from Illinois Libraries – Illinois Library Association

https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/censorship/courtcases
https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/amendment-1/
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/censorship
https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/amendment-4/
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/21.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/22.pdf
https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport/selectionpolicytoolkit
https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport/respond
https://www.ala.org/tools/programming/what-happened-kansas-city-free-speech-library-programs-and-law
https://www.ala.org/tools/ethics
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomreadstatement
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomviewstatement
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill/interpretations
https://www.amespubliclibrary.org/policy/programs
https://www.icpl.org/sites/default/files/policies/2021%20March%20Revisioin.pdf
https://www.waterloopubliclibrary.org/policies/programming-policy
https://learn.webjunction.org/course/index.php?categoryid=34
https://vimeo.com/135808866
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BwA4gKvXyy6uF_DwQnKgTzME98CZg3uU/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TcZyHZy_maSKEW3QuJGNCkaEyE6QX90k/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rphp03GWcoqQNp8oUuvZNXyjoxDsuAMG/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gRr1ajlCLJlwDOildLtUlkrW4cJx2xfG/view
https://www.nicheacademy.com/blog/practicing-intellectual-freedom
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2021/07/08/a-deeper-look-censorship-beyond-books/
https://youtu.be/diNUOBxoL_A
https://calwebs.starchapter.com/images/downloads/scenariostrustees.pdf
https://calwebs.starchapter.com/images/downloads/scenariostrustees.pdf
https://www.webjunction.org/events/webjunction/book-challenges-and-intellectual-freedom.html
https://www.webjunction.org/events/webjunction/book-challenges-and-intellectual-freedom.html
https://www.ila.org/publications/ila-reporter/article/170/intellectual-freedom-challenges-to-library-initiated-programs-some-recent-exampl
https://www.ila.org/publications/ila-reporter/article/170/intellectual-freedom-challenges-to-library-initiated-programs-some-recent-exampl
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● Community Messaging Inspiration
● Challenge Reporting

○ ALA Form
○ ILA Form

● Important Contacts
○ State library consultant: Eunice Riesberg
○ State Law Librarian: Mandy Easter
○ Iowa Library Association
○ Iowa Library Association Intellectual Freedom Chair- Amanda Vazquez
○ County Attorney: Scott Nelson
○ Independent Legal Counsel: Michael A. Giudicessi, Fagre Drinker
○ ACLU of Iowa: Shefali Aurora

https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport/report
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfSoxG-mvuSluwRS1Y3wl5uOlznXW1ATJo7Q2yj1lJeCQ9roQ/viewform
https://www.statelibraryofiowa.gov/index.php/about/about/staff_directory/Eunice-Riesberg
https://www.statelibraryofiowa.gov/index.php/about/about/staff_directory/Mandy-Easter
https://www.iowalibraryassociation.org/
mailto:avazquez@dubcolib.org

