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[ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ōȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ά! tŜŎƪ ƻŦ DƻƭŘέ ōȅ ǇƻŜǘ wƻōŜǊǘ CǊƻǎǘϝ

Dust always blowing about the town,
Except when sea-fog laid it down,
And I was one of the children told

Some of the blowing dust was gold.
All the dust the wind blew high

Appeared like god in the sunset sky,
But I was one of the children told
Some of the dust was really gold.
Such was life in the Golden Gate:
Gold dusted all we drank and ate,
And I was one of the children told,
ϥ²Ŝ ŀƭƭ Ƴǳǎǘ Ŝŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǇŜŎƪ ƻŦ ƎƻƭŘΦΩ

* Robert Frost was 
born in San 
Francisco in 1874.

poemhunter.com/poem/a-
peck-of-gold-2https://www. /

https://www.poemhunter.com/poem/a-peck-of-gold-2/


California is known as the 
Golden State for many 
reasons ςfor its golden 
sunshine, for fields of 
golden poppies in the 
springtime, and for the 
Golden Gate Strait leading 
into San Francisco Bay, 
which got its name in 1846 
long before the famous 
bridge was built.  But 
ŀƭǎƻΧ



https://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/resources/archives/three/63_01.htm

ΧōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƎƻƭŘ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 
ŀǘ {ǳǘǘŜǊΩǎ aƛƭƭ ƛƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ƛƴ 
1848.  Newspaper headlines 
(like this one on the right) 
spurred 300,000 gold seekers 
from around the world to try 
their luck as gold prospectors.  
¢ƘŜ ΨпфŜǊǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ 
extracted $2 billion worth of 
gold during the Gold Rush 
which peaked in 1852.*
*https://www.britannica.com/topic/California-Gold-Rush

https://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/resources/archives/three/63_01.htm
https://www.britannica.com/topic/California-Gold-Rush


Most of the gold was found 
in northern California on the 
western slopes of the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains.  This 
Powder House for the 
ά²ƛƭŘƳŀƴ aƛƴŜέ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
found in the town of Sutter 
Creek today.  Forty-niners 
used gun powder as 
explosives because dynamite 
had not yet been invented.



{ǳǘǘŜǊΩǎ CƻǊǘΣ ƛƴ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘƻΣ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ōȅ WƻƘƴ {ǳǘǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ 
same man who owned the mill where gold was discovered.  
It was built in 1839 
when California was 
still part of Mexico. 
The fort is now a 
state park with 
demonstrations of  
what life was like in 
California in the mid 
муллΩǎΦ



Sacramento is located at the 
ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ 
Central Valley.  More than half 
the fruits and vegetables 
grown in the United States are 
grown here.  Heading south 
from Sacramento, you will find 
the town of Lodi.  While not as 
well-known as Napa Valley, you 
can find numerous vineyards in 
the Lodi area.



[ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
vineyard to see what 
kinds of grapes they 
grow here.  There are 
signs for Zinfandel, 
Chardonnay, Merlot, 
Cabernet Sauvignon,  
and Pinot Gris. If you 
drink wine, do you 
prefer red or white?



hǊ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǿŜŜǘŜǊΚ  
Lodi, CA is home to A&W root beer.  Roy 
Allen sold his first frosty mugs here for 5 
cents each in June, 1917 for a World War I 
homecoming parade. Today the Lodi 

restaurant boasts a 
small museum of 
A&W souvenirs & 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŀōƭŜǎΧŀƴŘ 
delicious root beer 
floats!



[ŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǘƻ 
the southeastern part of the state.  
There you will find the General 
George S. Patton Memorial 
Museum in Chiriaco{ǳƳƳƛǘΦ  LǘΩǎ

located on Interstate 
10 near the entrance 
to Camp Young, a 
desert training center 
for soldiers during 
World War II. 



As we head west  
towards the Pacific 
hŎŜŀƴΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎǘƻǇ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǘ 
the Joshua Tree National 
Park.   While not as 
famous as Yosemite, the 
Park has fantastic views 
of tumbled rocks and 
twisted, spiky Joshua 
trees.  Be careful -
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǇǊƛŎƪƭȅΗ



²ŜΩǾŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ 
to the Pacific coast 
in San Diego.  
Mission Beach is 
very crowded today.  
This two-mile long 
peninsula has 
wonderful smooth, 
sandy beaches 
perfect for sun 
worshipers.   



And it looks like the 
surf is up today, 
too!  What a way to 
cool off!   Maybe 
we should listen to 
some songs like  
άSurfinΩ ¦{!έ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
.ŜŀŎƘ .ƻȅǎ ƻǊ ά{ǳǊŦ 
/ƛǘȅέ ōȅ Wŀƴ ŀƴŘ 
Dean. 



The Mission Beach boardwalk is great for bikers, 
skaters, runners and anyone just out for a stroll.  There 
is always plenty of action and things to see.



As the sun starts to set, 
we can watch people 
launching themselves 
off the cliffs north of the 
city in their hang gliders.  
LΩƳ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ƛǎ 
more stable and smooth 
in the late afternoon. 
And a view of the sunset 
would be spectacular 
from a hang glider.  



Before we leave San 
5ƛŜƎƻΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
Old Town San Diego 
State Historic Park to 
see some of the historic 
buildings from 1820 to 
1870 that have been 
preserved.  San Diego 
was the first Spanish 
settlement in California, 
established in 1769.



Driving north 
along the coast, 
we come to 
Santa Barbara.  
LǘΩǎ ŎƻƻƭŜǊ ƘŜǊŜ 
and there are 
fewer people on 
the beach and ǘƘŜ ǇƛŜǊΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ 
take a walk to the end of the 
pier.



Here is the view from the end of the pier.  
[ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘǎΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ 
ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ άǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀέ ŘǊƛƴƪΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΚ



In the hills above Santa Barbara, we find the Santa Barbara Mission 
established in 1786.  The current church was completed in 1820.  An 
earthquake in 1925 damaged the towers but the interior has stayed 
almost the same since 1820.



Commemorative bell 
markers, such as this one 
(on the left) at Mission 
Santa Barbara mark the 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ά9ƭ /ŀƳƛƴƻ wŜŀƭέ 
ƻǊ ά¢ƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ wƻŀŘέΦ  LǘΩǎ 
a 600-mile trail that links 
21 Spanish missions up 
and down the California 
coast, as you can see in 
the map on the right. 



As we continue 
driving through 
the Santa Rita 
Hills above Santa 
Barbara, we find 
more wineries.  
The Pacific Ocean 
is only a few 
miles away and 
vineyard owners 
claim that thismakes their California wines unique.



Are you hungry 
for lunch?  
[ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǘ 
Pea Soup 
!ƴŘŜǊǎŜƴΩǎ ƛƴ 
Buellton for 
their famous 
split pea soup!
! ǎƛƎƴ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ άǎǇƭƛǘǘƛƴƎ
ǇŜŀǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ мфнпέΦ



Our last stop 
in California is 
San Francisco.  
{ƻƻƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ  
driving across 
the Golden 
Gate Bridge 
from the 
north into the 
city.



Pier 39 is a part of 
the famous 
CƛǎƘŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ ²ƘŀǊŦ 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ 
popular tourist spot 
with shops, 
restaurants and 
entertainment for 
the whole family.  
You can see the city 
proper from the pier.



You can also see Alcatraz Island 
from Pier 39.  The Island was 
home to a lighthouse, an old 
ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
infamous federal prison, that 
was open from 1934-1963.  
Many of us may remember the 
ƳƻǾƛŜ ά.ƛǊŘƳŀƴ ƻŦ !ƭŎŀǘǊŀȊέ 
starring Burt Lancaster.  The 
Island became a National 
Historic Landmark in 1986.



The most famous residents of Pier 39 are the hundreds of 
/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ǎŜŀ ƭƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇǊŀǿƭ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƛƴŀΩǎ ŘƻŎƪǎΦ


